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What's happening 
What's happening 


Community Indicators Summit: Measuring the Progress of Australian Communities 
22-23 July 2009, Brisbane 


The Summit will provide a unique opportunity for those interested in community based 
indicators to share learnings, exchange ideas and strategies and report on advancements in 
the field of community indicators in Australia and internationally. 


The Summit aims to: 

1. Promote a more coordinated, coherent and consistent approach to the development of 
community indicators across Australia; 

2. Establish a national network of community indicators practitioners as part of an evolving 


National Statistical Service; 
3. Engage community indicator practitioners with on going development of the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics publication, Measures of Australia's Progress; 


A feature of the conference program will be practical workshops to explore current issues in 
the development and application of Community Indicators. The Summit is being held in 
cooperation with the OECD-hosted “Global Project on Measuring the Progress of Societies”. 
The Summit Outcomes and Declaration will be presented at the 3rd World Forum on 
Statistics, Knowledge, Policy - "Charting Progress, Building Visions, Improving Life" , which 
is being held in Busan, Korea from October 27-30, 2009, and which is a key milestone in the 
Global Project. 


ABS adopts Creative Commons licensing 


ABS has introduced Creative Commons (CC) licensing for most of the content on its 
website. This will lessen restrictions on use of free data from the website considerably by 
changing copyright from “all rights reserved" to "some rights reserved". In effect, what the 
ABS is asking is only that it be acknowledged as the source of data. People are free to re- 
use, build upon and distribute our data, even commercially. This makes a wealth of data 
readily available to the community, researchers and business, facilitating innovative 
research and development projects based on quality statistics, and promoting wider use of 
statistics in the community, which is one of our core objectives. 


The change was achieved through the release of a new copyright statement on 18 
December 2008, and the addition of CC metadata to the footer of each page of the website 
on 19 December 2008. Creative Commons offers flexible copyright management for all 
types of creative work, by providing free tools that allow authors to mark their work with the 
freedoms they want it to carry. This encourages collaboration and innovation in the further 
use of CC licensed information, while still offering legal protection to the original author. CC 
metadata can also be used by search applications to assist people in discovering 
appropriately licensed information. 


If you have any questions about Creative Commons or ABS licensing generally, please 
email: <intermediary.management@abs.gov.au>. 


What is statistical literacy? 


otatistical Literacy 


In today's information-rich society, we encounter statistical information on a daily basis, 
ranging from unemployment rates, retail figures and cancer rates, to football ladders and 
cricket scores. Statistics tell interesting stories and enable us to make sense of the world. 
Statistics are essential for research, planning and decision-making purposes. 


While it may be the issues rather than the statistics that grab people's attention, it should be 
recognised that it is the statistics that inform the issues. Being statistically literate means 
being equipped/having the ability to accurately understand, interpret and evaluate the data 
that inform these issues. A lack of statistical literacy can result in misunderstandings and 
misrepresentation of data which can lead not only to erroneous conclusions, but a mistrust 
of statistics themselves. 


If you are uncomfortable with using statistics, you are not alone. Many people shy away 
from using statistics because of their perceived complexity. People may not know where to 
look to find the information they need, be unfamiliar with the terminology, or lack confidence 


in their ability to make sense of the numbers. 


You do not have to be a maths expert to work with statistics! Numeracy implies a basic 
competence in mathematics, a basic understanding of numbers and figures. It is certainly a 
prerequisite to being statistically literate, but statistical literacy is not about being adept at 
formulating or understanding the methodology behind numbers. Statistical literacy requires a 
basic understanding of statistical concepts and is the ability to interpret the numbers and 
express that understanding in words. 


Statistics may be presented in different ways, including tables, graphs, maps or text, or 
through numbers and symbols; they are not scary or boring if you know what they mean. For 
someone to be considered statistically literate, they need to be comfortable and competent 
with all of these forms. There are several concepts that recur throughout the literature on 
statistical literacy. These fall into four key areas and can be considered in a practical manner 
as ‘criteria’ on which to base statistical literacy: 


1. Data awareness 

2. The ability to understand statistical concepts 

3. The ability to analyse, interpret and evaluate statistical information 

4. The ability to communicate statistical information and understandings 


If you would like to know more about statistical literacy, check out: What is statistical literacy 
and why is it important to be statistically literate? as featured in Tasmanian State and 


Regional Indicators, Mar 2009 (cat. no. 1307.6). 
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Measuring Victoria's Population 


Population estimates are one of the major outputs of any national statistical office. While 
population can be simply defined, such as the ‘total number of persons living in an area’, the 
concepts associated with its measurement are usually complex. In Australia, there are 
several legislative requirements for the production of population estimates. The key 
population measure is estimated resident population (ERP), which is defined in terms of the 
number of people who usually live within Australia and its states and territories. ERP is used 
in determining the number of seats each state/territory has in the House of Representatives 
and as the relative distributional basis for Commonwealth grants to states/territories and 
local government authorities. It is also critical input for a wide range of planning and policy 
decisions. 


The five-yearly Census of Population and Housing is the basis for ERP. Between Censuses, 
ERP is calculated by aging the base population and then adjusting for subsequent 
components (i.e. births, deaths, overseas migration and interstate migration) of population 
growth. This method, known as the ‘cohort component method’, is used to produce state 
level population estimates on a quarterly basis. 


Below state level, ERP is widely used by all levels of government, as well as business and 
community. Estimates are produced on an annual basis for statistical local areas (SLAs), 
which build up to higher levels of geography such as local government areas and statistical 
divisions. There are no reliable sources of migration data at the SLA level, making it very 
difficult to estimate SLA population between Censuses using the cohort component method. 
Instead, mathematical models, which establish relationships between changes in population 
and changes in population indicator data between the two most recent Censuses for groups 
of SLAs, are used. Post-censal changes in these indicators are used to estimate changes in 
the population of SLAs for the years following the most recent Census. 


More detail about how the ABS derives ERP, and the role of the Victorian regional office in 
producing these estimates, is in a feature article ‘Measuring Victoria's Population’ published 
in the March quarter 2009 issue of State and Regional Indicators, Victoria (cat. no. 1367.2). 


ABS Community Services Survey 2008-09 


ABS is planning to conduct a survey of selected Community Service industries in August 
2009, and will seek data in respect of the 2008-09 financial year. The survey was last 
conducted in respect of 1999-00, and data released in Community Services, Australia, 
1999-2000 (cat. no. 8696.0). 


Results from the 2008-09 survey will provide key financial and activity measures on 
community services in Australia, and be used by government and industry analysts to 
address policy issues relating to the community services sector. Data from this survey are 
expected to be available in mid-2010. 


The survey questionnaire will be despatched in August 2009 to a representative sample of 
organisations in both the government and non-government sectors (including for-profit and 
not-for-profit organisations) involved in the provision of community services. These services 
include: child care; aged accommodation, and other residential and non-residential care; 
personal and social support; financial and material assistance; job placement and support 
for persons with disabilities; and group advocacy services. 


Cooperation of public and private sector organisations in providing information for this 
survey is essential for ABS to produce accurate and timely results, and maximise the 
relevance of these statistics. ABS greatly appreciates the time and effort required to make 
an effective contribution to this survey. 


Further information contact William Milne, Assistant Director, Annual Integrated Collections, 
ABS Victoria on (03) 9615 7862. 


Energy, Water and Environment Survey 2008-09 


ABS is pleased to advise that we have secured financial support for the Energy, Water and 
Environment Survey (previously referred to as the Environment Management Survey) to 
proceed for the 2008-09 year. ABS received valuable feedback from many interested parties 
and have carefully considered their needs and priorities in developing the survey. In August 
2009, approximately 15,000 Australian businesses will receive an Energy, Water and 
Environment survey form. Survey results will be publicly available on the ABS website from 
May 2010, and used to inform government, industry and the research community on issues 
relating to energy and water use and management, environmental management and 
innovation by Australian businesses. 


Once again, ABS appreciate the input and effort by many to get to this point. For further 
information contact Sarah Coleman ph (02) 6252 7715 or email 
<environment@abs.gov.au>. 

Victorian Statistics Advisory Forum of 24 June 2009 


The Victorian Statistics Advisory Forum (VSAF) met on 24 June 2009, marking the second 
meeting for the new Chair, Ms Mary Cavar, Department of Treasury and Finance. 


Ms Mary-Anne Thomas was welcomed as the new member for the Department of Premier 
and Cabinet (DPC), with Mr Frank Maas, previously representing DPC, thanked for his 
contribution to the forum. 


Mr Carl Obst (Regional Director, ABS Victoria) provided an overview of recent ABS activity, 
noting: 


e As part of the recent Federal Budget, ABS secured an additional $15m annually in 
Government appropriation. This has resulted in the reinstatement, continuation and 
enhancement of several survey programs. In addition, the ABS has secured funding 
for two new programs and Census operational costs. 


e There has been a very good response to the ABS's call for Victorian Statistical 
Projects this year, with some innovative and challenging topics raised. Further 
discussion with agencies and ABS program areas are now required to take these 
projects forward. 


At the previous meeting, there was agreement that the Victorian Statistics Advisory Forum 
will meet on a quarterly basis, going forward. For the remainder of 2009, meetings are 
scheduled for October 8 and December 10. Mr Chris Chan was welcomed as the new 
Department of Primary Industries member and departing member Mr William Fisher was 
thanked for his contribution. 


For further information contact Pam Boulton on (03) 9615 7880 or email 
<victoria.statistics@abs.gov.au>. 


Reviewing Statistics Victoria and State and Regional Indicators, Victoria 


The Victorian Statistical Coordination Branch is reviewing the dissemination strategy for two 
ABS web publications: Statistics Victoria, Newsletter (cat. no. 1100.2) and State and 
Regional Indicators, Victoria (cat. no. 1367.2). Over the next six months, the review will 
consider the purpose, intended audience, content, scope, structure, format, delivery 
mediums, method of release, timing, production processes and resources for the two 
publications. It will explore options and propose new solutions for the dissemination of state 
and regional statistics for Victoria that are more cost effective to produce, and more relevant 
to clients. The review will consult with users and take advantage of the changed ABS web 
environment to address user requirements. During the review, State and Regional 
Indicators, Victoria (cat. no. 1367.2) will continue in a quarterly web-based e-magazine 
format. 


For further information contact Steve Gelsi on (03) 9615 7590 or email 


<victoria.statistics@abs.gov.au>. 
Back to top 


Recent releases 


Recent releases 
Selected releases 


Information papers, research papers, and classifications 
Other releases 


Selected releases 


1383.0.55.001 Measures of Australia's Progress: Summary Indicators, 2009. Released 
30/04/2009. 


In the 10 years to June 2008, annual GDP per person grew from $41,000 to $51,000 in real 
terms, an increase of 2.2% per year on average. GDP is certainly an important signal about 
the health of our economy. But what happened to the state of our society, other aspects of 
the economy and environment over that period? 


During the past decade, life expectancy increased: children born in 2007 are expected to 
live three years longer than those born in 1997. During the past 10 years the proportion of 
people aged 25-64 years with a vocational or higher education qualification rose from 47% 
to 61%. In 1998 the unemployment rate was 7.7%. Since then it has generally fallen and the 
average annual unemployment rate in 2008 was 4.2%. 


Over the past 10 years, the proportion of women in the Parliament of Australia increased 
from 22% to 27% in the House of Representatives, and from 32% to 36% in the Senate. 


Between 2000 and 2008, the number of terrestrial bird and mammal species assessed as 
extinct, endangered or vulnerable rose by 14% from 154 to 175. Land clearance, one 
influence thought to be reducing biodiversity, increased by about 6% overall, or 0.5% per 
year on average, between 1995 and 2005. In 2005 about one-quarter of Australia's surface 
water management areas were classed as highly used or overused. In 2000, about 5.7 
million hectares of land (not all of it agricultural land) were affected by, or at high risk of 
developing, dryland salinity, a widespread form of land degradation. 


In 2006, Australia's total net greenhouse gas emissions were 1% below 2005 levels and 
4.2% higher than they were in 1990. Between 1997 and 2007 there was an increase in the 
number of fish species in Commonwealth fisheries classified as overfished. 


1520.0 ABS Data Quality Framework, May 2009. Released 04/05/2009. First Issue 


Under the Australian Bureau of Statistics Act 1975, the Australian Statistician is responsible 
for formulating standards for the undertaking of operations for statistical purposes. Pursuant 
to this aim, ABS has developed the ABS Data Quality Framework (ABS DQF), based on the 
Statistics Canada Quality Assurance Framework (2002) and European Statistics Code of 
Practice (2005). 


The ABS DOF provides standards for assessing and reporting on the quality of statistical 
information. It is a tool which improves a user's ability to: decide whether a dataset or 
statistical product is fit for purpose (which in turn can help to identify gaps), assess the data 
quality of seemingly similar collections, and interpret data. It can also assist those 
developing statistical collections to aim for high quality outputs. 


The DOF is designed for use by a range of data users and providers in different settings, 
including government agencies, statistical agencies and independent research agencies. 
For example, the ABS DQF will be used to assess the quality of performance indicator data 
linked to a number of National Agreements in key policy areas signed by the Council of 
Australian Governments (COAG) in late-2008. 


DQF is comprised of seven dimensions of quality, which are: institutional environment, 
relevance, timeliness, accuracy, coherence, interpretability and accessibility. All seven 
dimensions should be included for the purpose of quality assessment and reporting. 
However, the seven dimensions are not necessarily equally weighted, as the importance of 
each dimension may vary depending on data source and context. 


Statistical Coordination branch in ABS-Victoria offers training in using the Data Quality 
Framework via the Making Quality Informed Decisions (MQID) course. The next MQID 


course is scheduled for 13 August 2009. The next MQID course is scheduled for 13 August 
2009. For further information refer to the 'ABS Statistical training and information seminars’ 
section of this newsletter. 
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3101.0 Australian Demographic Statistics, Dec 2008. Released 04/06/2009. 


At 31 December 2008, the estimated resident population (ERP) of Australia was 21,644,000 
persons. This was an increase of 406,100 persons (1.9%) since 31 December 2007. Net 
overseas migration for the year was 253,400 persons. Western Australia recorded the 
largest percentage gain (3.1%) and Tasmania the smallest (1.0%). Victoria's ERP at 31 Dec 
2008 was 5,364,800 persons; a yearly increase of 102,400 (1.9%). 


3218.0 Regional Population Growth, Australia, 2007-08. Released 23/04/2009. 


Victoria's estimated resident population was 5.31 million people at 30 June 2008, an 
increase of 92,500 people since June 2007. The 2007-08 growth rate of 1.8% was higher 
than the average annual growth rate (1.5%) for the five years to June 2008. 


At June 2008, there were an estimated 3.9 million people residing in Melbourne Statistical 
Division (SD), an increase of 74,600 people or 2.0% since June 2007. Melbourne SD 
experienced the largest growth of all Australian capital city SDs for the year to June 2008. 


Victoria's largest population growth continued to occur in the outer suburban fringes of the 
Melbourne SD. Wyndham (C), located to the south-west of Melbourne's city centre, 
experienced the largest increase of Victorian local government areas (LGA), increasing by 
8,900 people in 2007-08. Almost half of this growth occurred in the SLA of Wyndham (C) - 
North. 


Casey (C), located to the south-east of Melbourne city, experienced the second-largest 
growth of Victorian LGAs in 2007-08, increasing by 8,000 people, followed by Melton (S), 
west of Melbourne city, which increased by 6,000 people. 


Melbourne (C) had the sixth-largest increase of all LGAs in Victoria in 2007-08 (3,500 
people) and continued to experience fast growth with an annual growth rate of 4.1%. 
However, this was lower than the average annual rate of 6.1% for the five years to June 
2008. Within Melbourne (C), the SLA of Melbourne (C) - Remainder grew by 1,700 people 
(3.0%), Melbourne (C) - Southbank-Docklands by 1,100 people (7.0%) and Melbourne (C) - 
Inner by 730 people (5.5%). 


Within regional Victoria, the LGA of Greater Geelong (C), located south-west of Melbourne, 
experienced the largest increase in population (3,000 people) for the year to June 2008. 
This was followed by Ballarat (C) (1,800 people), which is west of Melbourne, and Greater 
Bendigo (C) (1,600 people) in central Victoria. The map below shows Victorian population 
change for one year at Statistical Local Area level, a finer geography below LGA level. 
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3240.0 Residential and Workplace Mobility, and Implications for Travel: NSW and Vic., 
October 2008. Released 19/05/2009. First Issue 


The survey measured the demographic characteristics of movers and non-movers; reasons 
why people changed their place of residence and/or workplace; and modes of transport 
typically used to travel to the current suburb of employment. 


Of the 3.9 million people aged 18 years and over living in Victoria, 1.1 million people had 
changed their usual residence in the three years prior to October 2008. In comparison, 2.8 
million people did not move their usual residence. The 18 to 34 years age group was the 
most mobile and accounted for 55% of all people who moved. In comparison, 13% of all 
people who moved were aged 55 years and over. 


Fifty-two percent (52%) of Victorians who moved belonged to a household that rented the 
dwelling, whereas 48% belonged to a household where one of the usual residents was an 
owner (with or without a mortgage). Two in three people (67%) moved to a separate house 
and nearly a quarter (23%) moved to a flat/unit/apartment. 


3302.0.55.003 Experimental Life Tables for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Australians, 2005-2007. Released 25/05/2009. 


ABS has introduced a new method to produce 2005-2007 life tables, and while the 
underlying method of construction remains the same, the method of accounting for under- 


identification of Indigenous deaths has changed. ABS strongly advises that comparisons 
between estimates presented in this publication and previously published estimates should 
not be made, and differences should not be interpreted as measuring changes in Indigenous 
life expectancy over time. Due to the small size of Victoria's Indigenous population, state 
level life tables cannot be reliably produced for Victoria (this is also true for SA, Tas and 
ACT). 


3416.0 Perspectives on Migrants, 2009. Released 15/04/2009. 


Predominantly utilising data from the Department of Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC), 
these articles examine various aspects of Australia's migration program. In 2006, around 
44% of all Australians were either born overseas or had at least one overseas born parent. 


In the twelve years to 2007-08, over 1.3 million visas were granted under Australia's 
permanent immigration program. Over that period, the program has increasingly focused on 
encouraging skilled migration to Australia, to the extent that skilled migrants now comprise 
the single largest group of permanent migrants. In 2007-08, a total of 108,540 permanent 
skilled visas were granted, equivalent to two skilled visas granted for every family visa 
granted. 


Temporary migration has also played a role in skilled migration. In 2007-08, close to 418,000 
business visitor visas (DIAC 2009) were granted. Australia's immigration program has 
increasingly been driven by skilled migration, rising from 24,100 skilled visas granted in 


1995-96 to 108,540 in 2007-08. 
Back to top 


4102.0 Australian Social Trends, June 2009. Released 30/06/2009. 
™™ AUSTRALIAN 


4 Social Trends 
-MARCH 2009 


Previously an annual publication, Australian Social Trends is now updated quarterly since 
the March 2009 edition. The latest edition features five articles: Relocation across the 
nation: internal migration and population growth; Home and away: living arrangements of 
young people; Casual employees; Health literacy; and Student achievement in maths and 
science. 


Nearly two million Australians moved to a new city or region in the five years to 2006. South- 
east Queensland and south-west Western Australia were the most popular destinations. 


Young people are more likely to live with their parents than in previous decades. In 2006, 
almost one in four people aged 20-34 were living with their parents. One in four workers are 
casual employees. Casuals tend to be young, with 40% of them aged 15-24, and their 
earnings and hours are more likely to vary from pay to pay than is the case for other 
employees. 


In 2006, only 41% of adults had adequate or better health literacy skills. These skills affect 
the decisions people make about screening and diagnostic tests, as well as their 
understanding of treatment and medication. Australian Social Trends presents analysis and 
commentary on current social issues under eight broad headings: population; family and 
community; health; education and training; work; economic resources; and housing. 


The Victorian population has increased by around 700,000 to 5.3 million over the ten years 
to 2008. The median age of Victorians rose from 35 to 37 years between 1998 and 2008, 
reflecting a nationwide trend. 


Between 2001 and 2006, around 160,000 people moved from Melbourne to other parts of 
the country, while around 140,000 people moved to Melbourne. Many of those who left 
Melbourne moved to Brisbane or the Gold or Sunshine coasts. Regional towns such as 
Bendigo and Ballarat saw positive net internal migration from other parts of the country over 
this period, while Shepparton experienced a net loss of people due to internal migration. 


The Year 12 apparent retention rate in Victoria increased from 76% to 79% in the ten years 
to 2008, the highest rate in the country after the ACT (85%). In 2008, Victoria had the 
highest rate of education participation among 15-24 year olds in the country (65% compared 
with 59% nationally). 


This release includes spreadsheets presenting national and state summary data on 
population, education and training, and other areas of social concern. There is also a set of 
international tables that compare Australia with 17 other nations on topics such as 
population growth, population projections, life expectancy, health expenditure, household 
use of renewable energy, labour force, unemployment and student performance. 


4105.0.55.001 Early childhood learning and care: data sources, gaps and 
opportunities, 2008. Released 08/04/2009. First Issue 


Reports on a data mapping pilot project undertaken by the ABS (in collaboration with 
several other agencies) with the aim of improving the evidence base on early childhood. The 
project investigates the existing range of data sources relevant to identified high priority 
policy questions in early childhood care and education. 


4307.0.55.001 Apparent Consumption of Alcohol, Australia, 2007-08. Released 
06/05/2009. 


Between 2006-07 and 2007-08, the total quantity of pure alcohol available for consumption 
increased by 1.4% from 168.1 million to 170.5 million litres of alcohol. Of the total litres of 
alcohol available for consumption in 2007-08, beer contributed 46%, wine 31%, spirits 12% 
and ready to drink pre-mixed products 11.0%. 


4364.0 National Health Survey: Summary of Results, 2007-08. Released 11/05/2009. 


Some 56% of people aged 15 years and over considered their overall health to be very good 
or excellent, and 29% stated their health was good. In contrast, 15% of people aged 15 
years or more said their health was fair/poor. Fair or poor health increased with age, from 
7% of those aged 15-24 years to 32% of those 65 years and over. 


The most commonly reported long term conditions were problems with eyesight (52% of 
population) including long and short sightedness (26% and 23% respectively), arthritis 
(15%), asthma (10%), hayfever and allergic rhinitis (15%) and hypertensive disease (9%). 
Other commonly reported conditions were back and disc disorders (14%) and deafness 
(10%). Over half of persons 15 years and over (53%) had private health insurance in 
2007-08. 


Risk factors covered include smoking, alcohol consumption, exercise, BMI and some dietary 
habits. The survey found that 68% of adult men and 55% of adult women were overweight 
or obese. One in five adults (20%) were current smokers in 2007-08, down from 23% in 
2004-05. 


4510.0 Recorded Crime - Victims, Australia, 2008. Released 04/06/2009. 


Data covers: number of victims, victimisation rate, sex and age of victim, location of offence, 
weapon use, and outcome of investigation. Includes state level data. 


4604.0 Energy Account, Australia, 2006-07. Released 25/06/2009. 


Estimates the physical supply and use of energy products in Australia over 2001-02 to 
2006-07, and introduces experimental monetary use estimates for 2004-05. It also provides 
a time series of energy intensity measures for selected Australian industries. Finally, it 
includes energy resource stock estimates for 2002 to 2007 in both physical and monetary 
terms. 


In 2006-07, Australia's total supply of energy products was 21,359 petajoules (PJ), a 15% 
increase from 2001-02. The largest contributors to this increase were black coal (+19% to 
8,650 PJ), uranium concentrates (+19% to 4,509 PJ), natural gas (+44% to 2,007 PJ) and 
refined products (petrol, diesel, aviation fuel, liquid gas, biofuel, etc)(+19% to 1,923 PJ). 
While the supply of most energy products increased over this 5 year period, there was a 
decline of 14% in the supply of crude oil (from 2,393 PJ to 2,050 PJ) and 10% decrease for 
hydro electricity (from 58 PJ to 52 PJ). 


There was an increase in supply of refined products despite a decline in Australian 
production, and this was driven by increased imports (from 150 PJ in 2001-02 to 642 PJ in 
2006-07). The mining industry dominates energy supply in Australia (86% of total supply), 
followed by manufacturing (8%) and the electricity supply industry (5%). Coal comprised 
44% of energy supply in 2006—07 with uranium contributing a further 21%. Other important 
contributors were refined products and LPG (combined) which comprised 10%, crude oil 
(10%) and natural gas (9%). For all years between 2001-02 and 2006-07, over half of 
Australia's supply of energy products was exported. 


4610.0.55.008 Experimental Estimates of the Gross Value of Irrigated Agricultural 
Production, 2000-01 to 2006-07. Released 15/05/2009. First Issue. 


The tables in this product relate to 2000-01 to 2006-07 for Australia, States, Territories and 
the Murray-Darling Basin. In 2006-07, irrigated agricultural land comprised less than 0.5% of 
all agricultural land in Australia. The gross value of irrigated agricultural production (GVIAP) 
in Australia was $12,319 million, which represented 34% of the total gross value of 
agricultural production. Victoria’s contribution to total GVIAP was $3,303 million (or 27%) in 
2006-07. 


In 2006-07, fruit and nuts contributed the highest value to total Australian irrigated 
production of $2,913 million, followed by vegetables ($2,526 million) and dairy production 
($1,697 million). These three commodities accounted for 58% of total GVIAP in 2006-07. 


In 2006-07, the Murray-Darling Basin (MDB) had irrigated production to the value of $4,936 
million, or 40% of Australia’s total value of irrigated production. MDB irrigated production 
accounted for 39% of total value of all agricultural commodities produced in the Basin. 
Commodities contributing most to the value of MDB irrigated production were fruit and nuts 
($1,207 million or 24%), dairy production ($763 million or 15%) and grapes ($651 million or 
13%). 


There are some commodities for which the value of irrigated production contributes 
significantly to the total value of agricultural production. The entire value of rice production in 
Australia ($55 million in 2006-07) is produced under irrigation. The irrigated value of 
production from cotton, grapes, fruit and nuts, vegetables and nurseries, cut flowers and 
cultivated turf in 2006-07 accounted for 80% or more of total production for each of those 
products. 


4618.0 Water Use on Australian Farms, 2007-08. Released 26/05/2009. 


Australia's farms dropped their irrigation water usage by almost one fifth during 2007-08, to 
a new low of 6,285 gigalitres. Most of this decrease was due to less irrigation on pasture 
and crops grown for grazing, hay and silage, and cotton and rice crops. 


The biggest drop happened again in the Murray-Darling Basin, where water use was down 
by 30%, compared with a 1% drop for the rest of Australia. The Murray-Darling Basin still 
made up half (3,142 gigalitres) of Australia's total irrigation, but this is down considerably 
from just two years earlier when it comprised over two-thirds of the total. The largest use of 
water by farmers in the Murray-Darling Basin was for irrigation of cereals (805 gigalitres); 
pastures and crops for grazing (657 gigalitres) and grapevines (434 gigalitres). 


While the volume of irrigation water dropped nationally, there was only a slight fall in the 
area irrigated (down 4%) giving an average application rate of 3.4 megalitres per hectare, 
the lowest in recent years. The thirstiest crop was still rice, taking 12.9 megalitres per 
hectare, but on a much reduced crop. 


4627.0 Land Management and Farming in Australia, 2007-08. Released 29/05/2009. 
First Issue 


Information on cropping and pasture management, soil management, fertiliser use, surface 
water and effluent management, natural environment conservation protection and farm 
management. Estimates in this publication provide benchmark data on resource 
management practices for the Australian Government's Caring for our Country program. 


In Australia during 2007-08, 75,000 farmers prepared land for crops or pastures, with 40,000 
(53%) using zero-tilling methods. A total of 17.5 million hectares were prepared using zero- 
till methods. One or two cultivation passes were used on 8.1 million hectares. 


Approximately half of all businesses with native vegetation, wetlands, or rivers and creeks 
reported protecting these areas for conservation purposes. The majority of graziers (69%) 
reported monitoring ground cover levels in their paddocks, with over half of these having set 
a minimum target. 


Fertiliser was used by 62% of Australian farms, ranging from 79% in Western Australia to 
44% in Queensland. Total fertiliser used was 6.6 million tonnes, including 4.3 million tonnes 
of chemical fertilisers, and 2.3 million tonnes of animal manure. Soil acidity required 
management by 17% of Australian farmers, and most of these used lime or dolomite to treat 
their land. Less than 6% planted acid tolerant crops or pastures as a means of managing for 
soil acidity. 


Datacubes present data on adverse seasonal conditions in 2007-08, and the farm 
management responses found effective in dealing with them. Data are published at the 
Australian, State and regional (Natural Resource Management region) levels. 


4722.0.55.005 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Home Ownership: A snapshot, 
2006. Released 25/03/2009. First Issue 


This snapshot provides information about rates of home ownership for Indigenous and other 
Australian households, and about the characteristics of Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Australians according to selected tenure types. The topics covered in this snapshot include 
comparisons of tenure type in the states and territories and in remoteness areas, family 
composition and housing choices, and the association between housing tenure and 


educational attainment, labour force status, income, health and well-being. 


4724.0.55.001 Diabetes in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population, 
2004-05. Released 31/03/2009. 


The burden of diabetes is greater for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people than it is 
for other Australians. For all Australians, developing diabetes later in life is more likely to 
occur for those who lead an inactive lifestyle, and are overweight or obese. Eating a healthy 
diet and exercising every day will reduce the risk of developing diabetes. 


Ten percent of Indigenous females living in remote areas had diabetes or high sugar level 
(HSL); compared with a 6% rate for Indigenous females in non-remote areas. The same 
pattern occurred for males (8% vs 4%). After adjusting for age differences of the two 
population structures, Indigenous people were three times more likely to be living with 
diabetes or HSL than non-Indigenous people. Indigenous people living in remote areas of 
Australia were more than eight times more likely to report having diabetes or HSL than non- 
Indigenous people. 
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5249.0 Australian National Accounts: Tourism Satellite Account, 2007-08. Released 
16/04/2009. 


Tourism is not easily identified as an industry or product in international statistical standards, 
but is commonly considered an industry by tourism researchers and economic analysts. In 
the Australian Tourism Satellite Account (TSA), direct contribution of tourism industry to the 
Australian economy has been measured using demand generated by visitors and supply of 
tourism products by domestic producers. This publication presents key TSA results for 
1999-2000 to 2007-08. 


Tourism consumption is the total value of goods and services consumed by visitors. It is 
measured in purchaser's prices (price paid by tourism consumer). In 2007-08 tourism 
consumption increased by 4.5% to $88,723m. International tourism consumption was valued 
at $23,593m and domestic tourism consumption at $65,130m. 


The largest contributors to growth in tourism gross value added were accommodation (up 
$438m, 9.6%), education (up $368m, 18.0%), ownership of dwellings (up $234m, 10.7%), 
cafes, restaurants and takeaway food outlets (up $230m, 7.3%), and other retail trade (up 
$153m, 4.0%). The largest negative contributors were other manufacturing (down $130m, 
12.8%), due to an increase in consumption of imported goods by visitors, and decreased 
motor vehicle hiring (down $97m, 11.7%). 


Major contributors to total tourism consumption continue to be long distance passenger 
transportation, takeaway and restaurant meals, shopping (including gifts and souvenirs) and 
accommodation services. Combined, these products contribute 55.9% of total tourism 
consumption in 2007-08. 


Overall decrease in number of international visitors to Australia was driven mainly by falls in 
visitors from Japan, United Kingdom and Korea. In contrast, the number of Australians 
travelling overseas grew strongly by 11.2% in 2007-08, with the strong growth driven by 
increase in Australians visiting Indonesia, Thailand and United States of America. 


5506.0 Taxation Revenue, Australia, 2007-08. Released 14/04/2009. 
This publication contains statistics of taxation revenue collected by all levels of government 


in Australia for the periods 1998-99 to 2007-08. Total taxation revenue collected in Australia 
increased by $28,554 million (8.9%) between 2006-07 and 2007-08. Taxes on income 


increased by $19,198 million (10.1%) and taxes on the provision of goods and services 
increased $5,056 million (3.3%). 


5518.0.55.001 Government Finance Statistics, Education, Australia, 2007-08. Released 
14/04/2009 


This release contains statistics for expenditure on education by the general government 
sector for the period 2002-03 to 2007-08. Government expenditure on education refers to 
expenditure on all levels of education, such as pre-school, primary, secondary, university, 
and technical and further education (TAFE), by the general government sector. 


Expenditure on education by all levels of general government increased by $3,619 million 
(7.0%), from $51,854 million in 2006-07 to $55,473 million in 2007-08. Total expenditure on 
education by the Commonwealth Government reached $18,694 million, with expenditure by 
the state and local governments totalling $39,613. 


During 2007-08, Victorian state and local government spent $9.7b on education. Primary 
and secondary education took $7.0b, tertiary education $1.7b, pre-school and education not 
definable by level $0.6b, and transportation of students $0.3b. employee expenses 
accounted for $4.7b, and non-employee expenses $2.1b. 


6275.0 Locations of Work, Nov 2008. Released 08/05/2009. 


Presents information about the types of places where people work with particular focus on 
people who worked at home. In November 2008, there were just over 10.1 million people at 
work in Australia during the reference week (an increase of 7.4% on November 2005). Of 
these: 


e 24% worked at least some hours at home in their main or second job, of which 32% 
worked only or mainly at home (7.6% of all employed people at work in the reference 
week). 

e 34% spent some time travelling for work in their main job 

e 41% worked at two or more location types in their main job 

e 20% usually worked at least some hours at home in their main job. 


Some 576,400 people were multiple jobholders in Australia during November 2008. 


Victoria had 159,500 employed persons who worked from their own home (6.5% of Victorian 
employed persons) in the reference week, and another 94,100 who worked from an 
employer's or client's home (3.8%). An estimated 623,800 persons (25.3%) worked ‘any' 
hours at home in their main or second job. Some 191,700 Victorians worked only or mainly 
at home in their main or second job. 


6310.0 Employee Earnings, Benefits and Trade Union Membership, Australia, Aug 
2008. Released 17/04/2009. 


Presents information about the distribution of weekly earnings of employees, their 
entitlement to leave (paid holiday, paid sick, paid long service and paid maternity/paternity 
leave), Superannuation coverage and trade union membership. This information can be 
cross-classified by characteristics such as age, sex, country of birth, full-time or part-time 
status, industry and occupation of main job. 


In Australia during August 2008, there were 9.3 million people (4.9 million men and 4.3 
million women) who were employees in their main job. Of these, 71% were full-time 


employees in their main job (86% of male employees and 54% of female employees). Other 
characteristics of employees included: 72% were full-time workers when taking account of 
all jobs, mean weekly earnings for employees in their main job was $948, 19% were trade 
union members in relation to their main job, and 91% were provided with superannuation by 
their current employer. 


In Victoria, employees in their main job who worked full-time had mean weekly earnings (all 
jobs) of: $1,209 (males), $974 (females), and $1,125 (persons). Part-time workers (all jobs) 
earned: $368 (males), $425 females, and $410 (persons). 


6416.0 House Price Indexes: Eight Capital Cities, Mar 2009. Released 04/05/2009. 


Over the year to March 2009, preliminary estimates show that the price index for established 
houses fell 6.7% in Melbourne, which matched the weighted eight capital cities average 
(-6.7%). 


7121.0 Agricultural Commodities, Australia, 2007-08. Released 22/05/2009. 


Final estimates for the main commodities collected in the 2007-08 Agricultural Resource 
Management Survey (ARMS). Included are statistics on land use, industry activity, crop and 
horticulture area and production, and livestock. The 2007-08 survey found that the number 
of businesses undertaking agricultural activity at 30 June 2008 had fallen by 6% to 141,000 
businesses. 


The 2007-08 season was characterised by improved growing conditions in most states. 
However, crop production remains at among the lowest levels in five years. Easing of 
weather conditions in many areas saw production for the majority of the broadacre crops 
increase from the previous year's harvest. Victoria reported the largest state increase in 
wheat production, up by 127% to almost 2 million tonnes. National plantings for cotton and 
rice decreased significantly from 2006-07 estimates. Australian sheep and lamb numbers 
fell to 76.9 million, the lowest level recorded since 1920. 
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8106.0 Not-for-profit Organisations, Australia, 2006-07 (Re-Issue). Released 
12/06/2009. 


At end-June 2007, there were 41,008 not-for-profit organisations in Australia. Religious 
organisations accounted for 21.4% (8,786) of all not-for-profit organisations, followed by 
culture and recreation organisations (20.1%, 8,258). 


Not-for-profit organisations employed 889,919 people. Social services organisations 
accounted for 24.9% of total employees (221,549 people), followed by education and 
research organisations (24.5%, 218,388). 


Permanent full-time employees accounted for 41.4% of total employment (368,514 people) 
in the not-for-profit sector, and permanent part-time and casual employees 34.3% (305,332) 
and 24.3% (216,074) respectively. In addition to paid employees, there were 2,182,476 
volunteers during 2006-07. 


Industry value added by these organisations was $35.9b for 2006-07 and capital 
expenditure was $8.8b. Data includes: number of organisations, employment, volunteers, 
income, expenses, operating surplus before tax and industry value added, with breakdowns 
by type of not-for-profit organisation. 


8153.0 Internet Activity, Australia, Dec 2008. Released 06/04/2009. 


Mobile wireless access connections had 1.30 million subscribers, or almost 20% of all non 
dial-up access connections. More ISPs offered this service, networks increased in coverage 
and prices fell. Digital Subscriber Line (DSL) continued to be the dominant access 
technology used for non dial-up subscribers, increasing to 4.21 million subscribers, or 
almost 63% of all non dial-up connections. Access to higher download speeds have 
increased since June 2008, with approximately 50% of all subscribers using a download 
speed of 1.5Mbps or greater. 


In December 2008, Victoria had 1,819,000 internet subscribers registered with internet 
service providers (that had more than 1,000 active subscribers). 


8155.0 Australian Industry, 2007-08. Released 28/05/2009. 


Presents estimates of the economic and financial performance of Australian industry for 
2007-08. Data are compiled from the ABS Economic Activity Survey (EAS) and from 
Business Activity Statement (BAS) data reported to the Australian Taxation Office. Estimates 
are based on the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC), 
2006 edition. 


Financial and quantity data relating to the Energy Supply Survey industry for 2007-08 are 
available; collected from all electricity and natural gas producers, transmitters and 
distributors. 


As measured by share of sales and services income, four different industries predominated 
in the various jurisdictions. In 2007-08, sales and services income for Wholesale trade was 
the largest in New South Wales and Victoria. In Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania and 
Northern Territory, Manufacturing was the largest industry. In Western Australia, Mining was 
the largest, followed by Manufacturing. Retail trade had the largest sales and service 
income in the Australian Capital Territory. 


In terms of wages and salaries the distribution is quite different. Professional, scientific and 
technical services was the largest industry in New South Wales, Western Australia and 
Australian Capital Territory. Manufacturing was the largest of selected industries in 2007-08 
in Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania. In Queensland and Northern Territory, the 
predominant industry was Construction. 


8166.0 Summary of IT Use and Innovation in Australian Business, 2007-08. Released 
25/06/2009. 


During 2007-08, 45% of all Australian businesses undertook some form of innovation 
activity; including the development or introduction of new or significantly improved goods, 
services, processes or methods. Some 59% of wholesale trade businesses reported being 
innovation-active, the highest of any industry. 


Although the proportion of businesses receiving orders over the internet was relatively 
unchanged at 24%, income received from internet orders rose by 20% to $81 billion. Over 
one-third (36%) of businesses have a web presence. Large businesses (96%) were more 
than three times as likely to have a web presence than small businesses (27%). Australia 
level data only. 


8560.0 Museums, Australia, 2007-08. Released 27/03/2009. 
This survey provides detailed measures of the performance, structure and activity of 


museums and art galleries operating in Australia. It includes: the composition of income and 
funding received; details of expenses incurred; characteristics of employment; and selected 


activities of museums and art galleries. 


Australia’s 1,184 museum organisations received $657.8m in government funding in 
2007-08. State Government funding comprised 62.2% of the total, followed by Federal 
Government funding of 31.2%, with 6.6% coming from Local Government. 


At end-June 2008, museums and art galleries employed 7,856 people. In addition to paid 
employees there were 23,426 volunteers in museums and art galleries during June 2008. 
Museums and art galleries held over 52 million museum objects/artworks (at end-June 
2008); however, only 5.4% were on display for public viewing. Victoria held the most (38%) 
museum objects/artworks, followed by New South Wales (34%). 


8667.0 Legal Services, Australia, 2007-08. Released 24/06/2009. 


This survey provides detailed measures of the performance and structure of legal services 
businesses/organisations operating in Australia. At end-June 2008, there were 15,326 
businesses and organisations mainly engaged in the provision of legal services or legal 
support services. They employed 99,696 persons, generated income of $18.0b during 
2007-08, incurred expenses of $12.4b, and contributed total industry value added of $10.9b 
to the Australian economy. 


In Victoria, there were 4,048 businesses and organisations mainly engaged in the provision 
of legal services or legal support services. They employed 25,056 persons, generated 


income of $4.3b during 2007-08, and incurred expenses of $2.9b. 
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Information papers, research papers, and classifications 


1218.0 Standard Economic Sector Classifications of Australia (SESCA), 2008. 
Released 22/06/2009. 


Contains the Standard Institutional Sector Classification of Australia (SISCA) and associated 
classifications which are used in compilation and publication of national accounts and 
related statistics. Some examples of associated classifications are the Public/Private, Level 
of Government and Jurisdiction classifications. 


1220.0 ANZSCO - Australian and New Zealand Standard Classification of 
Occupations, First Edition, Revision 1. Released 25/06/2009. 


ANZSCO was first released in September 2006. Revision 1 is the first update, and includes 
minor changes to the classification structure and definitional changes for some occupations. 


1352.0.55.092 Research Paper: Imputation and Estimation for a Thematic Form 
Census (Methodology Advisory Committee), November 2007. Released 22/04/2009. 


This paper discusses a thematic form approach to Census of Population and Housing that 
aims to extend the number of items collected without increasing respondent burden 


1352.0.55.099 Research Paper: Reviewing the ABS' Hedonic Regression Model for 
Desktop Computers (Methodology Advisory Committee), November 2008. Released 
25/03/2009. 


When faced with the task of measuring prices for products that undergo rapid quality change 
(for example, consumer durables such as computers, whitegoods and cars), international 
best practice is to develop hedonic price indexes, provided suitable source data are 
available. 


4529.0 Conceptual Framework for Family and Domestic Violence, 2009. Released 
18/05/2009. First Issue. 


This information paper presents a conceptual framework for family and domestic violence 
statistics that will: identify complexities in developing definitions of family and domestic 
violence, describe components of different definitions, provide a framework and elements 
through which to view family and domestic violence, and identify research and policy 
questions. The framework is expected to contribute to policy development, planning and 
delivery of services in relation to family and domestic violence, and become a tool for further 
policy and program development. 


6345.0.55.001 Information Paper: Update on ANZSIC 2006 Implementation for Labour 
Price Index, 2009. Released 24/06/2009. 


The Labour Price Index will be presented using the ANZSIC 2006 classification from the 
September quarter 2009 release (due 18 November 2009). 
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Other releases 


1344.0 International Monetary Fund - Special Data Dissemination Standard, 2006. 
Released 01/06/2009 


4156.0.55.001 Perspectives on Sport, May 2009. Released 25/05/2009 


4626.0.55.001 Environmental views and behaviour, 2007-08. (2nd issue). Released 
18/06/2009 


4653.0 Environment and Energy News, Jun 2009. Released 22/06/2009 
5368.0.55.006 Characteristics of Australian Exporters, 2007-08. Released 26/03/2009 
5512.0 Government Finance Statistics, Australia, 2007-08. Released 14/04/2009. 


5673.0.55.003 Regional Wage and Salary Earner Statistics, Australia - Data Cubes, 
2005-06. Released 16/04/2009 


6104.0 Labour Statistics in Brief, Australia, 2009. Released 22/05/2009 


6204.0.55.001 Labour Force Historical Timeseries, Australia, February 2009. Released 
04/05/2009 


5352.0 International Investment Position, Australia: Supplementary Statistics, 2008. 
Released 15/05/2009 


7307.0 Wheat Use and Stocks, Australia, April 2009. Released 05/06/2009 


8418.0 Mining Statistics Newsletter, May 2009. Released 12/06/2009. First Issue 


Main Economic Indicators (MEls). Also released during the past quarter were a number of 
monthly and quarterly MEIs which can be accessed from the ABS website home page 
<www.abs.gov.au>. Examples of MEls include: housing finance, building approvals, labour 
force, consumer price index, sales of new motor vehicles, and retail trade. 

Back to top 


ABS Statistical training and information seminars 


ABS Statistical training and information seminars 


Venue: ABS Victorian Office, Level 5 South Tower, 485 La Trobe Street, Melbourne. 
Time: full day courses generally run 9:00 am to 4:30 pm. 
What Statistical training courses are available at ABS Victoria? 


e Turning Data Into Information (TDII) 

Basic Survey Design (BSD) 

Understanding Demographic Data (UDD) 
Making Quality Informed Decisions (MQID) 
Analysing Survey Data Made Simple (ASDMS) 
Introduction to Labour Statistics (ILS) 

e Valuing Australia’s Environment (VAE) 

e ABS Datacubes in SuperTABLE (DiST) 


We also offer free seminars such as: 


e CDATA Online (repeating) 


Turning Data Into Information (TDI) 

This course develops skills in interpreting, displaying and communicating data clearly and 
effectively. Analytical thinking skills are developed to enable the transformation of data into 
meaningful written information. 


Length: 2 days 
Fee: $750.00 
2009 dates: 7-8 October 


Basic Survey Design (BSD) 

This course aims to provide a broad overview of all facets of survey development. Topics 
include developing survey objectives, advantages and disadvantages of various collection 
methodologies, questionnaire design, data processing, reporting of results and management 
of the design process. 


Length: 2 days 
Fee: $750.00 
2009 dates: 24-25 November 


Understanding Demographic Data (UDD) 


This one-day course introduces participants to demographic data in an international and 
Australian context. Participants will explore the components of population change (births, 
deaths, migration) and understand population estimates at the national, state and small area 
level. At the completion of this course participants will: 


e have an understanding of demographic concepts and current issues, 
e understand the basic methods of analysing demographic data; and 
e be able to access appropriate demographic data on the ABS website. 


This course is designed for people who use and/or need to understand demographic data to 
formulate policies and programs. 


Length: 1 day 
Fee: $450.00 
2009 dates: 9 September 


Making Quality Informed Decisions (MQID) 

This course introduces the concept of ‘holistic quality’ through use of a data quality 
framework for a statistical collection. The framework ensures that users of statistics are able 
to assess whether statistics are fit for their intended use. This course aims to provide a 
framework to evaluate the quality of available data sources and use this knowledge in the 
decision-making process. 


Length: 1 day 
Fee: $450.00 
2009 dates: 13 August 


Analysing Survey Data Made Simple (ASDMS) 

This computer based course develops practical skills in summarising and displaying survey 
data in graphical and tabular form. It provides the tools for finding simple relationships in 
survey data and testing for statistically significant differences in past and current survey 
results. 


Length: 2 days 
Fee: $750.00 
2009 dates: 2-3 September 


For further information on ABS statistical training go to the ABS website 
<www.abs.gov.au>. Select 'Services' then ABS Training. 


For courses listed above, Alan Page (03 9615 7899) is ABS's training contact in Victoria, or 
email queries/registrations to <victoria.statistics@abs.gov.au>. Alan can email you a 3 page 
pdf with ABS Victoria course descriptions, dates and a registration form. 


Information Seminars (free): 


CDATA Online seminars (CDATA) 

Information sessions run for State and Local Government, will showcase 2006 Census 
products available free of charge on the ABS Website and present a case study using free 
Census data. An introduction to C-Data Online and SEIFA 2006 are covered in these 
sessions. 


Length: 1.5 hours (2:00 pm - 3.30 pm) 
Fee: no charge 
2009 dates: 23 July 


To reserve a place on a CDATA Online seminar, please email 
vic.client.services@abs.gov.au, nominating which session you would like to attend, your 
name, organisation, contact phone number and email address. Please ring Heather Burns 
on 9615 7535 if you have any queries about the CDATA 2006 Information Sessions, or 
would like to arrange a session in your own government agency. 
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Points of contact 


POINTS OF CONTACT 
ABS VICTORIAN OFFICE 


There is an ABS Office in every capital city. The ABS Office in Victoria is located on Level 5, 
South Tower, 485 LaTrobe Street, Melbourne. To email the Regional Director or Statistical 
Coordination contacts listed below use <victoria.statistics@abs.gov.au>. 


Postal address 
GPO Box 2796Y 
Melbourne Vic 3001 


Regional Director 
ABS Victoria 

Carl Obst 

(03) 9615 7330 


STATISTICAL COORDINATION CONTACTS 


Director 
Marie Apostolou 
(03) 9615 7500 


Assistant Director - Victorian Government Servicing 
Pam Boulton 
(03) 9615 7880 


Assistant Director - Economic & Regional Statistics 
James Darragh 
(03) 9615 7049 


Assistant Director - Social Statistics 

Fiona Shalley 

(03) 9615 7510 

NATIONAL INFORMATION AND REFERRAL SERVICE 


The National Information and Referral Service (NIRS) is the first point of contact for all your 
statistical and publication enquiries. 


Phone: 1300 135 070 
Fax: 1300 135 211 


Email: <client.services@abs.gov.au> 


LIBRARY EXTENSION PROGRAM 


Libraries play a unique role in providing information to their communities and are a valuable 
source of ABS statistics. The Library Extension Program is a partnership between ABS and 
a nation-wide network of over 500 participating libraries. 


EDITOR, STATISTICS VICTORIA (cat no 1100.2) 
Alan Page 

(03) 9615 7899 

<victoria.statistics@abs.gov.au> 
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VICTORIAN STATISTICS ADVISORY FORUM (VSAF) 


VSAF is a major forum for statistical liaison between Victorian government agencies and 
ABS. The following group of departmental representatives meet 4 times or more each year. 


VSAF Chair 
Mary Cavar 


Department of Treasury and Finance 
Peter Fuhrmann 


Department of Premier and Cabinet 
Mary-Anne Thomas 


Department of Innovation, Industry and Regional Development 
Chris West 


Department of Education and Early Childhood Development 
Dr Sara Glover 


Department of Human Services 
Dr Connie Spinoso 


Department of Justice 
Dr Johnathon Spear 


Department of Transport 
Philip Norman 


Department of Planning and Community Development 
Tim Patton 


Department of Sustainability and Environment 
Elizabeth Thomas 


Department of Primary Industries 
Chris Chan 


Australian Bureau of Statistics, Victoria 


Carl Obst 
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About this Release 


Statistics Victoria is a quarterly newsletter primarily targetted to Victorian state and local 
government users providing information about new developments, recent statistical 


releases, seminars, training and reviews. 
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